
Interview Questions for Carolyn Custis James 
Author of Malestrom: Manhood Swept Into the Current of a Changing World 

              
 

“The malestrom is the particular ways in which the fall impacts the male of the human species—
causing a man to lose himself, his identity and purpose as a man, and above all else  

to lose sight of God’s original vison for his sons.” 
—Carolyn Custis James 

     
 

• Carolyn, can you explain to our listeners how you came to title your new book, 
Malestrom? How did your book Half the Church: Recapturing God’s Global Vision for 
Women lead you to research this book? 
 

• How did the fall birth the malestrom and what are the effects on men? 
 

• You write that historic patriarchy is the principal expression of the malestrom. What is 
patriarchy and how is it harmful to both men and women? 
 

• Wasn’t patriarchy God’s plan for family and societal structure?  
 

• How does the imago dei surpass patriarchy? 
 

• How does the Old Testament story of Barak, Deborah (a judge), and Jael exemplify the 
“Blessed Alliance” of God’s sons and daughters for kingdom purposes? 
 

• How did Boaz battle the malestrom and what does his story teach us about God’s calling 
on his sons? 
 

• How did Jesus violate and confront the “power status quo” embraced by Matthew, Jesus’ 
other disciples, and the Pharisees when he called Matthew to follow him? 
 

• How did Joseph, the husband of Mary, part ways with his culture in radical ways and at 
what cost? What freed him from the malestrom to live so differently?  
 

• In what ways do you believe Jesus has gone missing from the church? How did he battle 
the malestrom during his years on earth? 
 

• Tell us about God’s vision for a “Blessed Alliance” between men and women for the 
building of His kingdom. 
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