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Q: Tell us about the history of your illustrated book for children, Just in Case You Ever Wonder? 

A: This book exists because of a bad tooth. One 
Sunday morning in the early 1990’s, I woke up with a 
toothache. The pain was so severe, I had to call an 
associate at the church to preach in my place. I 
stayed home and took some pain medication. It 
kicked in pretty quickly and, as a result, I had a free 
morning. My daughter were ages six, four, and two 
at the time. In our bedtime story time, I had been, 
little by little, telling them the message of this book. 
Each evening seemed more tender than the prior. So, 
I used the unexpectedly free morning to write the 
story. All because of a toothache! 
 

Q: What do you think is the purpose of Just in Case 
You Ever Wonder? 
A: I wrote this book to assure children of God’s love 
throughout all their experiences, big and small. Just 
in Case You Ever Wonder tackles a lot of fears that 
kids commonly have – such as being afraid of the 
dark and being scared of the bullies at school – but it 
goes even further than that, and reminds kids that 
the most important people in their lives were with 

them when they were first born, and that they’ll be with them forever, even in heaven. 
 
Q: What else do you think makes this picture book special? 
A: Another thing that I really like about this book is that the message is the same no matter what your 
family looks like. There are so many different types of families, with different types of adults and 
different types of kids. There is one constant, though, and that’s that all children long to know that 
they’re special and loved by the adults in their life, and by their Heavenly Father. 
 
Q: What is your prayer for this new edition of Just in Case You Ever Wonder? 
A: I hope that adults will enjoy this book with the children in their life – just as I did with my own. I hope 
that it assures kids of all ages that as they grow and change, in both good and bad times, the adults in 
their life—and their Heavenly Father—will always be on their side . . . just in case they ever wonder. 
 
Q: What is some of your most “valued” parenting advice? 
A: Our kids are God’s kids first. We tend to forget this fact, regarding our children as “our” children, as 
though we have the final say in their health and welfare. We don’t. All people who are God’s people, 
including the small people who sit at our tables. Wise are the parents who regularly give their children 
back to God. 
 
Q: What is one thing you think every loving adult can do for the children in their lives? 



A: My wife Denalyn has modeled this – pray. God never dismisses a parent’s prayer. Keep giving your 
child to God, and in the right time and the right way, God will give your child back to you. Prayer is a 
saucer into which parental fears are poured to cool. Jesus says so little about parenting, makes no 
comments about spanking, breast-feeding, sibling rivalry, or schooling. Yet his actions speak volumes 
about prayer. Each time a parent prays, Christ responds. His big message to moms, dads and 
grandparents? Bring your children to me. Raise them in a greenhouse of prayer.  
 
Q: What do you think is highest calling for parents? 
A: Parents, assignment number one is discipleship: help your child walk in the way of the Master. 
Straight teeth, straight As, straight posture cannot hold a candle compared to placing a child on the 
straight spiritual path. The highest privilege and purpose of a parent is to lead the child in the way of 
Christ. The towering questions for Christian parents are these: Do my kids know comfort at his cross? Do 
they know their death is defeated and their hearts are empowered? 
 
Q: What has been a father and now grandfather taught you, Max? 
A: Being a father taught me that when I am criticized, injured or afraid, there is a Father who is ready to 
comfort me. There is a Father who will hold me until I am better, help me until I can live with the hurt, 
and who won’t go to sleep when I’m afraid of waking up and seeing the dark. Ever.  

  
Q: What would you tell a parent with older kids, making the transition to adulthood? 
A: Everything worthwhile takes time to make. Wine. Sculptures. Paintings. Bridges. However, we want 
the perfect kids to get perfect grades and pick the perfect college. Sounds perfect? Sure. Sound 
probable? No. Be patient. Your kids will not be perfect, at least not right away. Over time and with hard 
work, things fall into place. Maybe not perfect, but perfectly all right. God is not finished with you yet. 
He’s putting the final touches on your kids. Be patient and don’t give up before the Master nods 
approvingly, “Well done.” 
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