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Q: You present Christianity and the gospel in a manner that is compelling and approachable to 
both believers and skeptics alike. How can other believers do the same? 
A: Even the simplest comment about Christian faith can, because of God’s Spirit, open a person’s eyes to 
the truth of Christ. What bold proclamation is to evangelists, gracious answers are to believers in general. 
Both are activities with a profound capacity to promote the gospel. We are simply to live lives worth 
questioning and then offer answers worth hearing. 
 
Q: How does A Doubter’s Guide to the Bible offer “answers worth hearing”? 
A: This book is not intended as a work of “apologetics”—the art of trying to prove the truth of the Bible. It 
is an attempt to explain to curious doubters what it might mean if the Bible turned out to be true. I am 
content simply to leave readers with the idea, embraced by countless millions of men, women, and 
children throughout history, that in Jesus Christ all of our longings for God, for each other, and for the 
redemption of creation are satisfied. He is water for our thirst.  
 
Q: How and why do you believe the Bible has maintained its popularity for hundreds of years? 
A: I believe the Bible tells a story we recognize as true. I don’t just mean it tells an accurate story — 
though it is telling that the Bible stands tall even after more than two hundred years of secular criticism. 
What I mean is that the Bible’s account of humanity and the world we live in rings true. Reading the Bible 
can be like meeting someone you don’t know who, oddly, somehow seems to know you deeply. It is 
uncanny. Sometimes when you read the Bible, you find yourself asking, “How does this book know that 
about me? How does it know that about our world — especially when it was written so long ago?” When 
you read the Bible, it is as though it reads you. And it is my hope that as you dip your toe into the Bible’s 
story and viewpoint, you will find yourself feeling that the Good Book knows more about the world — and 
about you — than any normal book does.  
 
Q: Yet many people still find the Bible difficult to understand, right? 
A: Absolutely. Because the Bible is so big, it can be difficult to get a handle on the significance of a 
particular story, or even to know how to read it. Simply opening a page at random can feel like sitting 
down in the middle of an episode of Downton Abbey. You spend half the time asking, “Who’s that?” “Why 
are they arguing?” “What does that mean?” “Why do they talk funny!?” It helps to have a basic framework.  
 
Q: How do you sum up the “basic framework” of the Bible? 
A: The Bible recounts the interaction of God with his people. It is split into two sections, the Old 
Testament (OT) and the New Testament (NT). The Old Testament is the record of God’s dealings with his 
chosen people, Israel, and covers the time period from the “Beginning”—whenever that was — to roughly 
500 BC. The New Testament begins with the birth of Jesus (shortly before the AD 1 mark), tells of his life, 
teaching, death, and resurrection, and includes numerous texts written to the first generation or two of 
Christian believers, up to the end of the first century. A key thing to remember about how Christians read 
this big book is that they have always insisted on two simple things: first, that the Old Testament points 
forward to what Jesus would do in the New Testament; and, second, that we must therefore read the Old 
Testament through the lens of the New Testament. The Bible is a story that stretches from creation to 
eternity, giving everything in between a particular shape and substance. In Bible-speak, this is called 
“salvation history” or “biblical theology,” an account of how God planned, revealed, and executed his 
purposes for the world.  
 
Q: It seems that most people don’t see how the Old and New Testaments reflect the same 
message. But you do? 
A: Yes, I do. The shape of both the Old and New Testaments is vertical and horizontal, partly about love 
for God and partly about love for neighbor. The Ten Commandments, which introduce all of Israel’s laws, 
consist of four commandments about what one does for God, followed by six commandments about the 
treatment of others. The rest of the Bible, this vast story, concerns God’s remedy—in biblical speak, 
“redemption.” Redemption in the Bible is not just a spiritual rescue. It involves three dimensions: God 
intends to redeem our relationship with him, our connections with one another, and our enjoyment of 



creation itself. The Bible’s redemptive plan is not just about putting souls into heaven. God wants to 
redeem all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven—which doesn’t leave much else!  
 
Q: The story of Adam and Eve points to our humanity, our sinfulness. But rather than mourning 
our brokenness, you say this understanding brings us to peace? 
A: The story of Adam and Eve, or the principle of human sinfulness that springs from it, is a key way that 
Christians make sense of the evil and darkness in the world. It’s an idea that shapes everything, including 
Christian anthropology. The expectation is that people, all of us, are sinful. This might seem depressing, 
as Nietzsche certainly suggested, but there is also a liberating realism in believing we are fundamentally 
glorious and fundamentally wretched at the same time. I have often thought it would be a terrible burden 
to think we are good through-and-through. How could we live with the perpetual disappointment of daily 
evidence to the contrary? But a doctrine of sin liberates us from these expectations. I am “Adam”; you are 
“Adam.” This is not to say that Christians become comfortable with their sins, but they do begin to see 
through the fantasy of imagining we are deeply and inherently good. And that realization brings a peace.  
 
Q: How did Abraham’s covenant with God set up our understanding of grace, and in turn, 
differentiate Christianity from other world religions? 
A: God’s calling of Abraham and his covenant with him do not depend on a believer’s behavior but on the 
Almighty’s trustworthiness. Abraham did obey God, but his actions were a response to divine favor, not 
the means of securing it. Abraham is the paradigmatic sinner startled by grace—lost but sought and 
saved. This is exactly how relationships with God are structured in Christianity, from the first book 
(Genesis) to the last book (Revelation). They are entirely grace-based and have nothing to do with merit 
or the particular goodness or badness of someone. The structure of relationship with God in a typical 
religious framework is: obedience first, favor second. The structure of relationship with God, found in the 
call of Abraham and then throughout the Bible, is: favor first, obedience second.  
 
Q: How does the fact of God’s redemption of the whole world affect the way Christians live their 
daily lives? 
A: Christians live in light of the fact that this world is not all there is, and they try to live in a balance 
between future hope and present activity. Christians should not be so heavenly minded that they are of 
no earthly use, but neither should they be so earthly minded that they forget the “kingdom come.” True 
Christianity holds both in beautiful tension. But how so? Christians believe the lifespan of each of us is not 
the full running length; it is a kind of preview. They believe that the human injustice that infects everything 
in the world will find an ultimate answer in God’s justice. They believe that the groanings of an afflicted 
creation will be answered when God recreates the world in glory. These beliefs change what a person 
thinks, the way they live, who they are. Death, says the Christian, is not the end.  
 
Q: As your book concludes, you talk about how nearly every culture we know about has made 
three questions a core part of its philosophical curiosity. What are those questions? 
A: The questions are: How do we connect with our Source? How do we get along with one another? How 
will the pain of material existence be resolved? It seems that these are the universal questions, and I 
aimed to show throughout this new book that the Bible offers a deliberate and comprehensive set of 
answers. From Genesis to Revelation—the bookends of the Bible—Christian Scripture says the Creator 
has disclosed how we can be reconciled to him, how human communities can flourish, and how creation 
itself will be restored. That is the story of the Bible. And it satisfies our deepest longings. It is water for our 
thirst.   
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