
	  
 
 

SHOULD A CHRISTIAN WOMAN WORK? 
AUTHOR CAROLYN MCCULLEY LOOKS AT THE SCRIPTURAL VIEW OF WOMEN, WORK AND AMBITION 

 
Nashville, TN — Women’s roles are changing, but are Christian women caught in a “no win” situation? Can a 
woman be feminine, godly and ambitious? Is there room in the church for stay-at-home moms and aspiring 
female executives? How does a modern woman’s productivity differ from a man’s? Author Carolyn McCulley 
examines women’s changing roles in light of unchanging scripture in The Measure of Success: 
Uncovering the Biblical Perspective on Women, Work and the Home (B&H Publishing Group, February 

2014). Providing a blueprint to guide women of all ages—whether 
married or single, and whether working inside the home or in the 
marketplace—The Measure of Success points to a deeper 
understanding of the biblical call of female productivity. 
 
American women are currently being encouraged to “lean in” and build 
their careers, yet Christian women acknowledge there is a faith element 
to be included in this discussion. McCulley offers an in-depth look at 
what it means to be a productive, godly woman in the workplace or in 
the home—and suggests guidelines for living a life that glorifies God. By 
examining the historical role of working women have held and the role 
the church played in shaping profession and home, she creates a 
context for the modern Christian woman. McCulley fleshes out the 
theology of work—what God says about being productive, and how it 
relates to a woman’s concept of identity whether old or young, working 
outside of the home or within. 
 
Having grown up in the midst of the women’s liberation movement of 
the 1960s and 1970s, studying journalism and feminist women’s studies 
in college, McCulley’s assumptions about being female all changed 
when she became a Bible-believing Christian at age thirty. In her 
newest book, McCulley shows how the redemptive message of the 

gospel allows the Bible's teaching on the role of women to coexist with ambition. It creates a fresh vision for 
the profit we all gain from encouraging female contribution in the home, society, and church. 
 
 
Highlights of the book include: 

• The Story of Work – an overview narrative of women at work and their roles throughout history. 
• The Theology of Work – exploring the essential concepts of purpose, rest, identity, and ambition. 
• The Lifecycle of Work – helping the younger generation to value work, serving the family, coaching 

others to greatness, and adapting to new concept McCulley calls the “open nest.” 
 
“We are stewards of all that we have received, including our relationships,” writes McCulley. “It is God who 
gives us the relationships, children, time, talents, interests, opportunities, and tasks that fill our days and 
years. We may work in highly esteemed professions or we may not be paid for our daily labors. Those roles 
are not our identities. They are merely opportunities to be invested for the glory of God. Those things God 
gives us in terms of relationships and opportunities, He wants multiplied for the sake of His kingdom. That’s 
the true measure of success.” 
 
Carolyn McCulley is the author of Radical Womanhood: Feminine Faith in a Feminist World (Moody, 2008) 
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and Did I Kiss Marriage Goodbye? Trusting God with a Hope Deferred (Crossway, 2004), as well as 
hundreds of articles for publications, including Christianity Today, Boundless.org, and the Washington 
Post.  She is also a contributor to Sex and the Supremacy of Christ, edited by John Piper and Justin Taylor. 
Her commentary is found on her own blog, Radical Womanhood, as well as on her guest posts for the blogs 
of Desiring God, True Woman, The Gospel Coalition, and Christianity Today’s “Her.meneutics.” She is a 
frequent conference speaker and the founder/owner of Citygate Films LLC, a documentary film production 
company based near Washington, DC. She is single and the proud aunt of six nieces and nephews. 
 
B&H Publishing Group, a division of LifeWay Christian Resources, is a non-profit publisher made up of 
people who are passionate about taking God’s Word to the world. Because we believe Every Word 
Matters™, we seek to provide intentional, Bible-centered content that positively impacts the hearts and 
minds of people, inspiring them to build a lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ. Among our print and digital 
releases for the trade, church, and academic markets, titles include The New York Times No. 1 best 
sellers The Love Dare and The Vow as well as the award-winning HCSB Study Bible. For additional 
information, please visit www.bhpublishinggroup.com. 
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