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RICHARD STEARNS’ NEW BOOK INVITES 

 “MAGIC KINGDOM CHRISTIANS” TO PURSUE GOD’S KINGDOM 
World Vision President Pens Follow Up To Award-Winning The Hole In Our Gospel 

 

(Nashville, Tenn.)  Richard Stearns lives in a magic kingdom.  That’s how he describes the wealthy existence of 

most people in first world countries like the U.S.  As World Vision President, however, he’s also familiar with those 

living in a “tragic kingdom,” where food, clean water and medicine are chronically in short supply.   Stearns says 

the common denominator between the two is what both are missing: both the Magic Kingdom and the Tragic 

Kingdom need a breakthrough of God’s kingdom.   

 

Richard Stearns encourages readers to discover their unique roles in God’s Kingdom, regardless of where they 

live.  His new book, Unfinished: Believing Is Only the Beginning (Thomas Nelson, March 2013), describes how to find 

a life of true significance and meaning. 

“I believe there is a direct connection between the unfinished work of God’s kingdom and our sense of feeling 

incomplete in our faith,” writes Stearns.  “This is inevitable, because there is a direct connection between our story and 

God’s story.  If we are not personally engaged in God’s great mission, then we have missed the very thing he created us 

to do.”   

In Unfinished, readers are challenged to pursue God’s kingdom right where they live, and to discover 

inspiration in the stories of others who are doing the same.  Stearns challenges readers to: 

• Be willing to play “spiritual dominoes”: everyone has their place and everyone is needed as “one thing leads to 
another” in building God’s kingdom (learn from Steve Reynolds, who introduces Bono to Ethiopia’s famine) 

• Dare to play “Let’s Make a Deal” with God: offer God the possession you love the most and see what God would 
like to do with it (learn from the Phillips family, which sold a family ranch to build the kingdom of God) 

• Overcome the “Loser Syndrome” which keeps a person from doing anything because of the cards he/she was 
dealt (learn from Abraham Lincoln who was dealt all the loser cards) 

• Discover your role in building the kingdom: whether you are  a missionary or a barista, you have role to fill (learn 
from six words in scripture that help clarify God’s calling on your life) 
 

Stearns points out that Jesus did not commission his followers to return to their old lives as if nothing had 

happened.  “He did not commission them to become financially independent and retire in Boca Raton.  Nor did he 

commission them to simply go to church on Sundays and sing songs,” writes Stearns. “He called his disciples to go  
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into the world and change it by proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  It was nothing short of a calling to 

partner with God in establishing a new world order.”   

A former CEO for Parker Brothers and for Lenox, Inc., Stearns gave up his own version of the American 

Dream when he left a prestigious and lucrative senior executive career to serve as president of World Vision.  After 

a decade at World Vision, Stearns doesn’t regret the career change and his passion for the poor continues to 

grow.  His first book, The Hole In Our Gospel: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life 

and Might Just Change the World (Thomas Nelson) earned ECPA’s 2010 Christian Book of the Year Award. 

As president of World Vision, United States, Stearns is responsible for fundraising among 

American donors, program management, and advocacy to the U.S. government on behalf of the poor 

and oppressed. Working in about 100 countries, World Vision (www.WorldVision.org) is a Christian 

relief and development organization dedicated to helping children and their communities worldwide 

reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty. Stearns and his wife, Reneé, have been World 

Vision supporters since 1984. The couple has five children and lives in Bellevue, Washington. Stearns is donating 

100% of his book royalties to World Vision. 

# # # 
 

 
Unfinished: Believing is Only the Beginning 
By Richard Stearns, President of World Vision 
Available May 7, 2013, from Thomas Nelson 

At the author's request, all royalties due to the author will benefit World Vision's work with children in need. 
 

ISBN-13/EAN: 978-0-7852-48511-0    
Jacketed hardcover, $24.99, 272 pages, 6” x 9,” Religion/Christian Life/Spiritual Growth 

www.WorldVision.org�
 

Author interviews, review copies and excerpt permission are available upon request: 
Contact Pamela McClure, 615-595-8321 or pamela@mmpublicrelations.com�
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