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GLORIOUS RUIN IS TULLIAN TCHIVIDJIAN’S TREATISE ON SUFFERING 
GRANDSON OF BILLY GRAHAM EXPLAINS HOW SUFFERING MAKES CHRISTIANS FREE  

 
“Each new mourn new widows howl, new orphans cry,  

new sorrows strike heaven upon the face.” 
-- Shakespeare, “Macbeth” 

 
Wheaton, IL —Suffering. Every person experiences it. Hundreds of books have been written 
about it, plays have dramatized it, and countless sermons are preached on this topic every 
Sunday. Yet pastor and award winning author Tullian Tchividjian (cha-vi-jin) believes many 
Christians are missing the purpose of suffering in their lives. In Glorious Ruin: How 
Suffering Makes You Free (September 1, 2012, David C Cook), uses the Biblical example of 
Job, to illustrate how God’s presence in suffering will always be enough. And experiencing the 
presence of God, Tchividjian explains, is the purpose of suffering. 

“My prayer that readers of this book will begin to comprehend the height, depth, and length of 
the love of Jesus right in the middle of their present suffering,” says Tchividjian.  

Tchividjian says Glorious Ruin is different than other books on suffering because it does not 
wrestle with the “why” of suffering only the “who.” “We don’t need answers and explanations 
as much as we need God’s presence in and through the suffering. For the life of the believer, 
one thing is beautifully and abundantly true: God's chief concern in your suffering is to be with 
you and be himself for you. The Gospel is not ultimately a defense from pain, it is the message 
of God’s rescue through pain.” 

In Glorious Ruin, Tchividjian discusses the difference between a “Theology of Glory” versus a 
“Theology of the Cross” when Christians are facing pain. The “Theology of Glory” minimizes 
difficult and painful things and says that God is only present in victory over suffering. The 
“Theology of the Cross,” however, says that God is especially present in suffering and defeat. 
If a Christian is only looking for victory, it is easy to fall into common traps in relation to 
suffering, such as: 

• Minimizing – “It could always be worse.” 
• Moralizing – “God must love you so much to allow you to go through something like 

this.” 
• Comparing – “At least my pain is more/less than hers.” 
• Fixing – “Let me tell you how to get over this problem.” 
• Rationalization – “It was never a good marriage anyway.” 
• Self-Transformation – “I will pull myself up from my bootstraps from this tragedy and 

make myself better.” 

Utilizing classic literature, poems, current pop culture and theologians, Glorious Ruin 
intelligently invites readers into a deeper understanding of life and God. “Rather than run from 
the inevitability of life’s tragedies, we are invited to face them, head on, with hope. We can 
even begin to call things what they are—rather than what we wished them to be.” 
 
David C Cook is promoting Glorious Ruin MARKETING BULLET POINTS HERE. 
 
William Graham Tullian Tchividjian (pronounced cha-vi-jin), the grandson of Dr. Billy 
Graham, is currently the Senior Pastor of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, and a visiting professor of theology at Reformed Theological Seminary. He was the 
founding pastor of the former New City Church, which merged with Coral Ridge in April of 
2009. A graduate of Columbia International University (philosophy) and Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Orlando (M.Div.), Tchividjian is the author of the award-winning and best-selling 



book Jesus + Nothing = Everything (Crossway), The Kingdom of God (Banner of Truth), Do I 
Know God? (Multnomah), Unfashionable (Multnomah), and Surprised by Grace (Crossway). 
Tchividjian is also a contributing editor to Leadership Journal. He speaks at conferences 
throughout the U.S. and his sermons are broadcast daily on the radio program LIBERATE. He 
has been married to Kim for more than NUMBER years and has three children, Gabe, Nate, 
and Jenna. 

David C Cook is a leading nonprofit resource provider serving the global Church with life-
transforming, Christ-centered materials. Headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado, with 
offices in Illinois, Canada and the United Kingdom, David C Cook’s resources are published in 
over 150 languages and distributed in more than 160 countries. Originally founded in 1875 as 
a curriculum publisher, today David C Cook publishes numerous bestselling fiction and non-
fiction books from a variety of award-winning authors. It is also a leading provider of worship 
music through its Integrity Music and Kingsway Music labels, which produce over one-third of 
the top 100 praise and worship songs sung around the world. www.davidccook.com 
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