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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO GRAB GOD’S ATTENTION? 
DEREK GRIER SHARES STORIES FROM SCRIPTURE  

AND HIS OWN FAITH JOURNEY – IN NEW BOOK ENTITLED 
WHEN GOD STOPS: FAITH THAT GETS GOD’S ATTENTION 

Nashville, Tenn. – Why would a powerful and all-knowing God be 
interested in a relationship with humanity? Why would God stop and pay 
attention to me? Pastor and author Derek Grier discovered answers to 
these questions within the stories of scripture, and he unpacks eight of 
those sacred stories within the pages of his new book, When God Stops: 
Faith That Gets God’s Attention (Emanate Books, August 13, 2019). In 
addition to eight faith-filled “hidden figures” from the New Testament, 
Grier recounts his own journey from spiritual skeptic to founder of one of 
the fastest-growing churches in the nation. 

When God Stops examines how ordinary men and women grabbed 
Jesus’ attention, people who made him stop in his tracks and engage 
with their faith. Whether it was a man with leprosy, a sick child, or a short 

tax collector sitting in a tree, they all had one thing in common—a burning desire to get God’s 
attention.  
 
“Zacchaeus was not a perfect man. He was probably not even a good man, but he had the wisdom 
to seek Jesus,” writes Grier. “Of all the people Jesus could have stopped to spend the evening 
with, He chose this sinful man. If Jesus was willing to stop for someone as nefarious as 
Zacchaeus, why would He not stop for me or you?”   

Across eight chapters, Derek Grier unfolds powerful scenes of Jesus stopping to see, heal and 
engage with people who longed for his attention. Grier also shares details of his own journey of 
faith, for the first time, in the pages of When God Stops.  

Derek Grier didn’t grow up in church, and as a teenager he was on the wrong side of the law, 
angry with God about racism, evil and suffering. Sixteen-year-old Derek would sit alone in a local 
park and demand that God show himself. As he entered college, Grier was influenced by the 
Nation of Islam and even read the Quran from cover to cover. He began wondering if Islam might 
be the only viable religion for persons of color. Then God stopped for Derek Grier.  

“I had begged God to reveal himself to me as a teenager, and he did so in a miraculous manner 
during my sophomore year of college,” Grier recalls. “After that experience, I quit reading the 
Quran and began an intense study of the Gospels.” It would take a year for Derek Grier to 
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understand that Jesus’ willingness to sacrifice his life for others was the ultimate display of 
strength. That step of faith changed everything for Grier 

God soon called Derek Grier away from his business career to serve in full-time ministry. That 
path was filled with challenges and suffering, including a painful physical condition. Yet the church 
Grier eventually founded, Grace Church of Dumfries, Virginia, was ranked as the seventh fastest-
growing church in the nation in 2014. Grace Church now has more than 5,000 members and its 
more than 50 ministries are changing lives in the Washington, DC, area and around the globe. 

National advertising and key speaking events are scheduled for the launch of When God Stops. 
The book’s publicity campaign, featuring interviews, excerpts and reviews. is already underway. 

 
Derek Grier is the founding pastor of Grace Church in Dumfries, Virginia, 
which began with twelve people and currently has more than five thousand 
members. His radio and television ministry reach millions around the globe. He 
is also founder of several educational training and outreach programs, 
including Virginia Bible College, Renaissance Leadership Network, Derek 
Grier E-Class, and Project Promise. 

 
### 

 
Emanate Books, an imprint of Thomas Nelson, Inc., part of HarperCollins Christian Publishing, is 
a world-leading provider of Christian content and has been providing readers with quality 
inspirational product for more than 200 years. The publishing group provides multiple formats of 
award-winning Bibles, books, gift books, cookbooks, curriculum and digital content, with distribution 
of its products in more than 100 countries. Thomas Nelson is headquartered in Nashville, TN. 
www.thomasnelson.com. 
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