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AUSTRALIAN APOLOGIST JOHN DICKSON PRESENTS  
THE BIBLE AS HISTORY’S BELIEVABLE BESTSELLER 

A DOUBTER’S GUIDE TO THE BIBLE LAUNCHES FEB. 2015 WITH MULTI-CITY US TOUR 
 
 

Grand Rapids, MI —Pastor and author John Dickson grew up 
in Australia as a religious skeptic, which explains why he still 
feels at home with those who question Christianity. 
Conversations with doubters are Dickson’s specialty, from 
national television panels to primetime documentaries and 
university lectures. Now this researcher, historian and preacher 
introduces doubters to history’s bestselling book through his 
latest published work: A Doubter’s Guide to the Bible: Inside 
History’s Bestseller for Believers and Skeptics (Zondervan, 
February 2015).  
 
John Dickson earned a PhD in history at Macquarie University, 
Sydney, and is currently a senior research fellow in the 
University’s Department of Ancient History. He also serves as co-
director of the Centre for Public Christianity and senior minister at 
St. Andrew’s Roseville (Anglican). These strong credentials allow 
Dickson opportunities to discuss big ideas that have shaped our 
world – from history and science to religion – with skeptics and 
atheists worldwide.  

 
Dickson will embark on a cross-country U.S tour during February 2015, speaking to believers and 
doubters in major markets from coast to coast. Tour events will include public talks, church sermons and 
retail events focused on presenting the Bible as not only the world’s bestselling book but also as a reliable 
source of truth and wisdom. Some will have heard Dickson speak previously at Willow Creek Community 
Church, Saddleback Church or at Ravi Zacharias’s ministry events, but many will encounter Dr. Dickson 
for the first time during this U.S. tour. 
 
As the author of more than a dozen thoughtful books, Dickson’s A Doubter’s Guide to the Bible is not an 
exercise in “apologetics”—the art of trying to prove the truth of the Bible. Rather he offers a simple outline 
of the Bible’s overarching themes for curious doubters, then suggests what it might mean for life if the 
Bible happened to be true. His latest book serves as a “biblical primer for those who aren’t sure what to 
make of the Bible.” 
 
“I believe the Bible is so popular and influential because it tells a story we recognize as true,” Dickson 
explains in A Doubter’s Guide to the Bible. “I don’t just mean it tells an accurate story—though it is telling 
that the Bible stands tall even after more than two hundred years of secular criticism. What I mean is that 
its account of humanity and the world we live in rings true. When you read the Bible, it is as though it 
reads you. And it is my hope that as readers dip their toe into the Bible’s story and viewpoint, they will feel 



	  

	  	  
	  

that the Good Book knows more about the world—and about them—than any normal book does.” 
 
John Dickson provides a readable guide to the main themes in the Bible, and suggests that the whole of 
the Bible as an account of God’s promise to restore humanity to himself, to restore humanity to one 
another and to creation. Dickson offers believers and skeptics keen insight into why the Bible continues to 
be a life-changing and best-selling book. 
 
John Dickson (PhD, Macquarie University, Sydney) is an Honorary Fellow of the Department of Ancient 
History, Macquarie University; co-director of the Centre for Public Christianity; and senior minister at St. 
Andrew’s Roseville (Anglican). The author of more than a dozen books, he is the host of two major 
historical documentaries for Australian television and is a busy public speaker for corporations, 
universities, churches, and conferences. 
 
Zondervan, part of HarperCollins Christian Publishing, is a world leading Bible publisher and provider of 
Christian communications. For more than 80 years, Zondervan has delivered transformational Christian 
experiences through its bestselling Bibles, books, curriculum, academic resources and digital products. 
The company’s products are sold in multiple formats, worldwide in more than 60 countries, translated into 
nearly 200 languages.  Zondervan offices are located in Grand Rapids, MI. www.zondervan.com. 
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