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REDEFINING MANHOOD IN A WORLD OF MALE VIOLENCE, 
PATRIARCHY, AND FATHER WOUNDS 

A CALL TO RESHAPE MANHOOD IN JESUS’ IMAGE  
 
Grand Rapids, Mich., March 5, 2015 — Who gets to define what it means to be a man? Pop culture? Church 
Culture? Jesus?  Evangelical thinker and author Carolyn Custis James has spent the last two years examining these 
questions, and she’s now calling Christians to the urgent task of recapturing God’s vision for men. The title of her new 
book, Malestrom: Manhood Swept into the Current of a Changing World (Zondervan, June 2015), alludes to the 

dangers of whirlpools in the open seas, maelstroms. She chose this powerful 
title to help readers grasp the destructive and disorienting forces that took root 
as humans turned away from God’s original vision for men. 
 
“Deciding which cultural definition of manhood is right, or finally declaring a 
winner in the church’s gender debate, stops short of taking seriously the 
profoundly human questions that are at stake,” writes James. “Men have lost 
sight of who God created them to be as human beings and men. This is the 
malestrom’s ultimate triumph, a crisis of catastrophic proportions.”  

 
In response, Carolyn James invites Christians to read with a fresh eye the 
stories of men in the Bible who have been eclipsed or domesticated by 
traditional interpretations. Within these stories Carolyn highlights the most 
common expressions of the malestrom – including patriarchy, male violence 
and father wounds -- which harm both men and women as they prevent the 
flourishing of God’s kingdom on earth. Readers may be surprised to discover 

how cultural expectations, especially historic patriarchy, have been equated with divine order when they are in fact 
fallen social systems that the Bible dismantles.  
 
Carolyn James writes, “Jesus didn’t come to make men more manly, but to reconnect them with their Creator and put 
them back on mission as God’s image bearers. He didn’t come just to tweak things, but to overthrow the kingdom of 
this world. We are slow to learn and need more stories to help us catch God’s kingdom vision and even to help us 
make sense of the example Jesus sets for us.” 
 
Malestrom pinpoints the beginning of the maelstrom (the particular ways in which the fall impacts the male of the 
human species) and follows its long tail through the stories of men in scripture. These include: 

• The Genesis of the Malestrom – Adam’s curse and the chapter we never get to read 
• Patriarchy Matters – the example of the great patriarch Abraham, a man caught in the malestrom 
• The Father Wound – the example of Judah, a man wounded by patriarchy 
• The Power of Power – the example of Boaz, a man of enormous power 
• The Marginalized Man – the example of Mathew, a man on the outside 
• Gender Role Reversal – the example of Joseph, Mary’s husband, a righteous man 
• The Manhood of Jesus – the man who came to overthrow the world’s kingdom, not tweak it 
• Liberating Men from the Malestrom – the example of Paul, a man crossing racial and gender lines 

 
-more- 
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“This is no mere academic debate. Current events remind us all that this is a matter of life and death. Yet the gospel 
is more than equal to these challenges. A gospel of indestructible identity, hope and purpose will preach in the 
smoking ruins of Iraqi cities, in the slums of Nairobi, on the streets of Ferguson, Missouri, and to the utterly lost men 
of ISIS.” 
 
James’ 2011 book Half the Church engaged Christians in a discussion of God’s global vision for women. But she also 
recognized that God didn’t create a world where one gender can flourish at the expense of the other. God’s vision 
has always been for a “Blessed Alliance” between his male and female image bearers who he blessed and 
commissioned to do his work in the world together. In both Half the Church and Malestrom, James widens the 
discussion to a global level, noting that no understanding of manhood can be trusted unless it applies to every man 
and boy anywhere in the world.  
 
Zondervan will support the release of Malestrom with a national publicity campaign including broadcast and online 
interviews, key blogger support, and a launch event at the spring 2015 Missio Alliance gathering. Interviews with 
Carolyn Custis James are being scheduled now. 
 
Carolyn Custis James (M.A., Biblical Studies) thinks deeply about what it means to be a female follower of Jesus in 
a postmodern world. As a cancer survivor, she is grateful to be alive and determined to address the issues that 
matter most. She travels extensively both in the US and abroad as a speaker for churches, conferences, colleges, 
theological seminaries, and other Christian organizations. She is an adjunct professor at Biblical Theological 
Seminary in Pennsylvania, blogs on www.whitbyforum.com and Huffington Post/Religion, is a consulting editor for 
Zondervan's Exegetical Commentary Series on the New Testament, and a contributing editor for Leadership Journal. 
Her other books include When Life and Beliefs Collide, Lost Women of the Bible, Understanding Purpose, The 
Gospel of Ruth, and Half the Church. Carolyn and her husband live in Sellersville, Pennsylvania.   
 
Zondervan is a world-leading Bible publisher and provider of Christian communications. Zondervan, as part of 
HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc., delivers transformational Christian experiences through its bestselling Bibles, 
books, curriculum, academic resources and digital products. The Company’s products are sold worldwide and 
translated into nearly 200 languages. Zondervan offices are located in Grand Rapids, MI. For additional information, 
please visit www.zondervan.com. 
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