
 
 
 

NYT BEST-SELLING AUTHOR AND PASTOR MARK BATTERSON 
INTRODUCES NEW BOOK + VIDEO RESOURCE 

PLAY THE MAN: BECOMING THE MAN GOD CREATED YOU TO BE  
 “I FEAR WE HAVE FORGOTTEN HOW TO MAKE MEN”  

 
Grand Rapids, MI – (March 1, 2017) Somewhere along the 
way, American culture lost its definition of manhood, leaving 
generations of men and boys confused about their roles, 
responsibilities, relationships, and the reason God made 
them men. Into this “no-man’s land” steps New York Times 
best-selling author and pastor Mark Batterson, offering a 
new mantra for American males: Play the Man.  
 
Play the Man: Becoming the Man God Created You to 
Be offers discipleship for men which spans all ages and 
stages of life. Explains Batterson: “Like me, you may wear 
many different hats. And you have different dreams no 
doubt. But if you focus on playing the man, everything else 
will fall into place. If you succeed at that, you will succeed at 
everything else.” 
 
Batterson’s book and video curriculum focus on Seven 
Virtues of Manhood – tough love, childlike wonder, will 
power, raw passion, true grit, clear vision, and moral 
courage – and how a man can possess and master these 
character traits.  
 

Mark Batterson hopes this new resource will fill an important gap: “I’ve been instructed in 
everything from ancient history to astrophysics, meteorology to immunology, psychology to 
pneumatology. But never once have I taken a class on manhood. That class wasn’t offered—not 
even as an elective! I fear we have forgotten how to make men.” 
 
The latter chapters of Play the Man explores how men can share wisdom with the significant 
younger males in their life. Batterson shares the Discipleship Covenant he created for his own 
sons as well as the Rite of Passage they completed at the end of a year of discipleship. “If you 
weren’t discipled by your father, it can be tough to disciple your son because you don’t know 
where to begin,” he writes. “This ‘Discipleship Covenant’ is not bulletproof or foolproof, but it 
offers a starting point in the journey toward manhood.” 
 
Baker Books is simultaneously releasing a video curriculum for Play the Man with a full church 
campaign. The curriculum kit, containing the DVD featuring four teaching sessions of Batterson, 
one copy of the participant guide and book, will retail for $54.99 (ISBN: 978-0-8010-7560-5). All 
components can also be purchased separately.  
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Mark Batterson is the New York Times bestselling author of The Circle Maker, The Grave 
Robber, A Trip Around the Sun and If. He is the lead pastor of National Community Church, one 
church with eight campuses in Washington, DC. Mark has a doctorate of ministry degree from 
Regent University and lives on Capitol Hill with his wife, Lora, and their young adult children, 
Parker (21), Summer (19) and Josiah (15).  
 
Baker Books has a vision for building up the body of Christ through books that are relevant, 
intelligent, and engaging. We publish titles for lay Christians on topics such as discipleship, 
apologetics, spirituality, relationships, marriage, parenting, and the intersection of Christianity and 
culture. We also publish books and ministry resources for pastors and church leaders, 
concentrating on topics such as preaching, worship, pastoral ministries, counseling, biblical 
reference, and leadership. 
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