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N. T. WRIGHT’S DEFINITIVE RESOURCE FOR 

UNDERSTANDING THE NEW TESTAMENT 
DECADES OF RESEARCH INTO SCRIPTURE’S ORIGINAL CONTEXT FOR FIRST CHRISTIANS 

PUBLISHED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IN ITS WORLD 
 

Grand Rapids, MI (July 2019) — One of today’s most prolific biblical 
scholars, N. T. Wright, has collaborated with Michael F. Bird to publish a 
definitive volume on the New Testament, The New Testament in Its 
World: An Introduction to the History, Literature, and Theology of the 
First Christians (SPCK/Zondervan Academic, November 2019).  
 
Distilling decades of Wright’s ground-breaking research into the origins of 

the New Testament, this opus details ideas and concepts as they were 

intended in their original context for early Christians. Simultaneously, Wright 

and Bird cast a vision for how modern-day believers can study and apply 

the New Testament with a clarified focus and mission. Instead of settling for 

information about how to live and what to believe, the authors clarify that 

the ultimate truth in the New Testament is deeply personal. It is, in fact, a 

person: Jesus, the one in whom God’s truth is incarnated and his purpose 

accomplished. 

 

Wright believes the New Testament must be read using first-century eyes with twenty-first-century 

questions. The New Testament in Its World reveals the New Testament as history, literature, and 

theology, all at once. Wright explains, “A close reading and thick description of the New Testament will 

necessarily involve the messy business of history, the hard work of literary criticism, and the arduous task 

of theological reflection.”  

 

Wright describes an informed reading of the New Testament as pursuing three main questions:  

1) On the historical side: how did Christianity begin, and why did it take the shape that it did?  

2) The literary turn: what sort of books did the early Christians write and what does that tell us 

about what they were wanting to say? 

3) The theological dimension: how does Christianity understand God, the world, and our place in 

the Story? 

 

N. T. Wright is known for his vast knowledge of scripture, but also for how he never settles for strictly 

delivering information. “Doing biblical theology is not just a matter of knowing the facts about the faith and 

organizing them through the correct system,” Wright explains. “Christian theology is about knowing the 

story, its plot, the characters, the protagonist, the villains, the struggle, and the resolution. And then – 

most of all – knowing the church’s place, and one’s own place, within that story, the ongoing act of the 

divine drama. Doing biblical theology means learning your lines, playing your part, and discovering a new 

way not only of viewing the world but of acting within the world.” 

 

Ideal for students, ministry leaders, and everyday Christians, The New Testament in Its World offers 

answers to many challenging questions. Features and highlights include: 

• A distillation of the life work of N. T. Wright on the New Testament with input from Michael Bird 

• Historical context that situates Jesus and the early church within the history, culture, and religion 

of Second Temple Judaism and the Greco-Roman world 
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• Major sections on the historical Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus, and Paul's chronology and 

theology 

• Surveys of each New Testament book that discuss their significance, critical topics like authorship 

and date, and that provide commentary on contents along with implications for the Christian life 

• Up-to-date discussions of textual criticism and the canonization of the New Testament 

• Illustrated with visually rich, full-color pictures, maps, charts, diagrams, and artwork 

• Plentiful sidebars entitled “Blasts from the Past,” “Emails from the Edge,” and "Portals and 

Parallels" which provide additional explanations and insights 

 

Releasing simultaneously with the hardcover book is a companion workbook plus a 37-session lecture 

series. Filmed on location throughout the Mediterranean and in studio, the video lectures provide an 

introduction and summary to the material covered in The New Testament in Its World. Created for a 

variety of personal or classroom settings, these lectures offer a full overview of the history, literature, and 

theology of the first Christians.  

 

Zondervan Academic is supporting the release of this lifetime work with a multi-city author tour to New 

York City, Atlanta, Chicago, culminating with an official book launch at the annual meetings of the 

Evangelical Theological Society (November 20-22) and American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical 

Literature (November 23-26). Wright will be speaking at key events at select colleges across the U.S. this 

fall and will be available for select media interviews.   

 

N.T. Wright is the Chair of New Testament and Early Christianity at the University of St. Andrews in 

Scotland. He is the award-winning author of more than seventy-five books including After You 

Believe, Surprised by Hope, Simply Christian, The Challenge of Jesus, and The Meaning of 

Jesus (coauthored with Marcus Borg). Wright is highly-regarded in the academic and theological circles 

for much of his writing, but in particular, his series “Christian Origins and the Question of God,” published 

over four volumes with two more planned. 

 

Michael F. Bird is a leading academic on New Testament studies and Christian Theology. He is 

Academic Dean and Lecturer in Theology and New Testament at Ridley College in Melbourne, Australia. 

He is the author of several books including Evangelical Theology, The Gospel of the Lord: How the Early 

Church Wrote the Story of Jesus, Romans (Story of God Bible Commentary Series), An Anomalous Jew: 

Paul among Jews, Greeks Romans, and Are You the One Who is to Come? The Historical Jesus and the 

Messianic Question, as well as numerous essays, articles, and reviews. 

 

Zondervan Academic, a division of Zondervan and HarperCollins Christian Publishing, has provided 

scholarly works for teachers and students of the Word since 1931. Zondervan Academic is privileged to 

partner with the scholarly community in providing Christ-honoring resources in service of the academy 

and the church worldwide. Together, we produce academic works in various areas of biblical-theological 

studies that exhibit faithfulness to historic Christian faith, cultural relevance, and excellence. Our biblical 

and theological books are used in academic institutions, churches, and personal studies worldwide. As a 

broker of ideas, the Zondervan Academic publishing program seeks to reflect the breadth and diversity—

both theological and global—within evangelical scholarship while maintaining our commitment to the 

heart of orthodox Christianity. 
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