
Interview Questions for Nabeel Qureshi 
Author of Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward 

             
 

My suggestion is that we engage Muslims proactively with love and friendship while simultaneously 
acknowledging the truth about Islam. This is not the final step in answering jihad, but it is the correct first 

step, and it offers a better way forward. 
             

 
• You grew up in a loving, American, Muslim home. How would you best describe that? 

 
• Explain a little about your struggle in writing this book. You didn’t want to write it until 

recently? What changed? 
 

• Was Islam spread by the sword? 
 

• Why is Islam referred to as a “religion of peace?” 
 

• Do terrorists’ actions actually reflect the religion of Islam? 
 

• What are terrorists trying to accomplish with these acts? 
 

• Why does there seem to be such a surge in Islamist terrorism in the world? 
 

• You define a jihad as a “struggle.” What is the struggle against? 
 

• Do Christians, Jews, and Muslims all worship the same God? 
 

• What is the most offensive part of Christianity to a Muslim? 
 

• Does the West, and the U.S. in particular, have any rational fear about sharia law being 
imposed on them? 
 

• How is the Islamic idea of submitting to the will of God different from the Christian idea of 
submitting to the will of God?  

 
• What do the political candidates get wrong in this discussion? 

 
• You were a Muslim in 2001; how did 9/11 impact your view of Islam, and what do you 

think has been the effect of Paris and San Bernardino on Muslims today? 
 
• As an expert in multiple religions, how would you suggest people should respond to 

religious beliefs that differ from their own? 
 

• What should readers do after reading Answering Jihad? 
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