
Interview Questions for Dr. Kathy Koch -- Author of 8 Great Smarts: 
Discover and Nurture Your Child’s Intelligences 

             
 
Although it’s most common to first apply knowledge about children’s smarts to their learning, the 
smarts are actually very relevant to friendships, as well. When children know how they are smart, they 
can more readily find others who they’ll relate to well. This is partly because their smarts influence 
what they do in their spare time and what they want to talk about.  –Dr. Kathy Koch 
             
 

• What are the 8 Great Smarts and why are they important? What do you mean that 
“smart” is a power word? 

 
• Talk about the importance of changing the question that every child asks from “How 

smart am I?” to “How am I smart?” 
 

• Is everyone born with all eight of the intelligences? 
 

• Are the smarts related to other learning styles parents might be familiar with like 
being “right-brained” or “left-brained” or visual, auditory, or kinesthetic? 

 
• What are some ways for parents to identify their child’s smarts? 

 
• How does children’s use of technology influence their smarts? 

 
• Are the ways children misbehave related to their intelligences? If so, does that mean 

we just let them misbehave? 
 

• How can any fledgling smart be improved? Should we worry if not all smarts are 
strengths? 

 
• How does understanding their own various intelligences affect how a child views him 

or herself? Will it help in school and in other ways? 
 

• You write about studying with all 8 parts of the brain. Can you explain what you 
mean? Can adults do this, too, maybe when trying to memorize Bible verses, for 
instance? 

  
• How does knowing how children are smart influence how they view challenging 

assignments and tasks? 
 

• What do you mean by saying that a child’s strengths need to be harnessed? 
 

• You also say a smart can be paralyzed. How so? If this happens, can they be 
reawakened? 

 
• How does your teaching about the 8 Great Smarts incorporate the truth about God? 
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