
Q&A with Billy Graham 
Adapted from the Foreword to  

Treasured Moments with Mother Graham 
 
Q: Tell us about Rose Adams, the author of this new book? 
 
A: Rose Adams is a wonderful Christian woman who cared for my mother, Morrow 
Coffey Graham, in her last years of life. It was in the two-story brick house (now 
located at the site of the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, North Carolina) that Rose 
lived with my mother and shared a great amount of time studying the Scriptures and 
praying for the needs of so many. 
 
Q: Tell me about your time with Rose Adams. 
 
A: Before Ruth died, Rose paid us a visit. Ruth and I loved to hear her talk—the 
North Carolina drawl as distinctive as the rasping voice that is unmistakably Rose 
Adams. We loved the stories she told about her time with my mother. Our hearts 
were moved as she recounted lessons learned, in her own words “while sitting at 
Mother Graham’s feet,” always bringing daily conversation around to what “the Bible 
says.” This is how they passed the time, and how rich it was. 
 
Q: How did that visit lead to the writing of Treasured Moments with Mother 
Graham? 
 
A: Sometime after our visit together, I asked Rose if she would put the memories of 
her time with Mother on tape. The stories that Rose had so carefully preserved for 
me take on a gentle humor. After Ruth died, I found myself listening to this tape 
more frequently, remembering the gleam in Ruth’s eyes as she chuckled at the array 
of stories Rose told. But it also seemed as though I could hear my mother’s voice 
recalling Scripture as Rose recited Mother’s favorite passages. 
 
I asked Rose for permission to print these special moments in a book, for I felt that 
many would draw comfort and strength from an inside look at the younger learning 
from the older. This is something very scriptural. “Suffering should not make us 
bitter people,” my mother once said, “it should make us better comforters.” Young 
people need to hear this from those who have walked before them, because 
someday they’ll be walking those same steps but there may not be anyone following 
behind. 
 
Q: How does your mother’s legacy affect how you view aging? 
 
A: My mother was eighty-nine when she passed away. I will be ninety-three in 
November 2011 and never would have imagined that I would outlive her 
in age, nor did I think my wife Ruth would have gone on before me over four years 
ago. 
 
At this stage of life, I hear many caregivers, invalids, and the bed-ridden elderly say, 
“how long the days.” But I wonder if there is a lesson for us in these pages—to 
replace time in front of the television with time spent visiting with others around the 
pages of Scripture? I am convinced that this is why my mother’s long journey to 
heaven was, in a word, picturesque. For each day she longed for heaven, she found 
solace in looking to the day she would see her Savior face-to-face. 



 
 
 
Q: Tell me about the caregivers in your life. 
 
A: In recent years, as Ruth and I grew older, we both learned something about 
caregivers. The most effective and loving are those who have already walked a few 
miles through the valley of shadows and been drenched in tears that have fallen 
from clouds of darkness. 
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