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Suggested Interview Questions for  
Killing Jesus 

By Stephen Mansfield 
 

 
• You’ve written books which recount the stories of history-makers such as George 

W. Bush, Pope Benedict, Abraham Lincoln and Barack Obama. Why did you 
choose the execution of Jesus for your latest book? 
 

• You were once told, as an undergrad student, “whatever you think you know 
about the crucifixion, you don’t know.”  What has that meant to you through the 
decades that you have continued to study the execution of Jesus? 
 

• Killing Jesus is certainly not your grandmother’s Easter pageant. Why have you 
crafted such a gritty and violent story? Didn’t Mel Gibson’s film already depict 
Jesus’ suffering accurately? 
 

• Describe the “collision of two kingdoms” that was signaled by Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. Apparently there was a parade of another sort happening 
across town . . .  
 

• You’ve compared Jesus’ teaching and actions within his culture to a public attack 
on the mafia of today – both are sure roads to a short life.  Can you explain 
more? 
 

• Two Roman politicians, King Herod and Pontius Pilate, are featured prominently 
in the pages of Killing Jesus. Give us a quick overview of who these men were 
and how their political lives were intertwined with the Jewish people and with 
Jesus. 
 

• How is your re-telling of Jesus’ last days different from the narrative in scripture?  
There’s not any real preaching in these pages, is there? 
 

• Your perspective on the story of Jesus clearing the marketplace inside the 
temple is different from what most of us have heard. You say Jesus was making 
room for the Gentiles, for the “strangers” who had been excluded from the 
worship of God. What is the correlation for Jesus’ followers today? 
 

• Jesus was obviously tortured before he died. Should this inform a Christian’s 
perspective on the use or non-use of torture today?  
 

• More Americans than ever are self-identifying as “spiritual, but not religious.” Is 
this the kind of person who might be drawn to read Killing Jesus?  What about 
those who have heard, and re-told, the Passion story a million times? 

 
 
Guest:  Stephen Mansfield, a New York Times bestselling author, writes about the faith side of 
history, leadership and culture 
Book title:  Killing Jesus: The Unknown Conspiracy Behind the World’s Most Notorious 
Execution 
Publisher:  Worthy Publishing 
Available:  May 7, 2013, wherever books are sold 
Website:  www.KillingJesus.com�    
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