
 
GLORIOUS RUIN 

Interview Questions for Author Tullian Tchividjian 
 

 
o What was your hope in writing this short book on suffering? 

 
o Pain is inevitable and a reality of life, yet Christians never tire of asking “why?”  

How do you respond to that question? 
 

o Can you share a personal example of daily pain – the kind that is such a 
pervasive fact of daily life that one grows numb to it? 

 
o You write about the different counter-productive strategies for coping with 

pain: moralizing or minimalizing. Which was your natural inclination before 
God deepened your understanding? 

 
o How do people – even Christians -- unintentionally moralize suffering? Have 

you been guilty of this? 
 

o Job’s story is the central passage of Scripture referenced in Glorious Ruin. 
Have you encountered people in your life like Job’s friends? 

 
o How has the statement in Job 2:20b “and he worshiped” impacted you 

personally? 
 

o How do you distinguish between complaint and lament? 
 

o Explain a theology of glory vs. a theology of the cross (for those of who need 
to brush up on our 16th century church history). Explain how this impacts 
contemporary suffering. 

 
o Was there a time when you personally shifted from a theology of glory to a 

theology of the cross? 
 

o When and how did the emotional realism of the Bible take on new urgency for 
you? 

 
o Oprah & Seinfeld: What is their place in this otherwise weighty discourse on 

suffering? 
 

o Can you talk about your realization that “explanations are ultimately a 
substitute for trust?” 

 
o How have you seen suffering bring freedom? 

 
o How is Romans 8:28 both dangerous and beautiful? 

 
o What is the ultimate hope in Job’s story?  
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