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“My failures have cost me too much to squander them  

by not learning from them or not sharing them with others.  
If I could put everything I have written in a nutshell, it would be this:  
If Jesus so generously stopped for such an unlikely nobody as me,  

why wouldn’t He also stop for you?” 
-- Derek Grier 

 

 
 
 Dr. Grier, you didn’t grow up in the church. How did you perceive God when you were a boy, and as 

a teenager?   
 

 How did your perception of Christianity change when you entered college? What appeal did Islam 
hold for you as an African-American man? 
 

 Tell us what happened in your second year of college when God stopped for Derek Grier. 
 

 Your new book, When God Stops, shares stories about men and women who grabbed Jesus’ 
attention – people he stopped to see, heal and engage with. What does the story of Zacchaeus tell 
us about getting God’s attention? 
 

 You describe the scene of a man lying at the pool of Bethesda as Jesus stops to speak with him. 
Why did you think Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to be healed?”  
 

 What did you learn during your early years of ministry as you suffered from a debilitating physical 
condition? What word do you have for those who are suffering from physical ailments today? 
 

 Jesus also stopped to heal ten men with leprosy, yet only one returned to thank him. Describe what 
you believe the grateful man received, beyond healing, that the other men missed. 
 

 How do faith, humility and obedience impact our ability to receive God’s help and healing? 
 

 You struggled with extreme shyness throughout your childhood and a fear of public speaking as 
you grew older. Today you preach to thousands of church members on a weekly basis. How did 
you overcome your shyness and fear? 
 

 What do you say to those who feel God doesn’t see them or that they are not worthy of God 
stopping for them?  
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