
 
Suggested Interview Questions  

Faith for Exiles: 5 Ways for a New Generation to Follow Jesus in Digital Babylon 
 
 

“We’ve learned a lot about what is going wrong in North American churches’ efforts 
 to connect with young Christians and non-Christians. But what, if anything, is going right?”   

-- David Kinnaman, President of Barna Group 

 

 
 The Barna Group has researched why non-Christians are increasingly avoiding Christianity and 

young Christians are increasingly abandoning church. What is being done to retain young people 
who have grown up in churches? 
 

 You describe today’s culture as “digital Babylon.” Define that for us – are you only referencing 
technology? 
 

 How are young people discipled by screens in digital Babylon? 
 

 You write that churches need to “handcraft” faithful, resilient disciples one life at a time. What does 
that look like?  
 

 You have analyzed surveys of churchgoing 18- to 29-year-olds and discovered five practices that 
are common to the most resilient young Christians in North America. What are they? 
 

 The first practice is clearing the clutter to experience intimacy with Jesus. Tell us more about this. 
 

 How does intimacy with Jesus forge a deep-rooted identity in young Christians?  
 

 The second practice refers to “cultural discernment.” How does this practice aid in navigating the 
challenges of technology and anxiety?  
 

 The third practice stresses “meaningful, intergenerational relationships.” How can churches foster 
these kinds of connections? Do these connections occur naturally in today’s digital culture? 
 

 The fourth practice focuses on “vocational discipleship,” which I understand is a phrase invented by 
Barna researchers. What is this type of discipleship and why is it vital to resilient faith among 
Millennials? 
 

 You describe the fifth practice (“countercultural mission”) as the outward-facing expression of the 
first four practices. How so? 
 

 How can churches help young Christians cultivate these five practices in their spiritual lives?  
 

 What do parents need to know about how Millennial and Gen Z young people are being spiritually 
formed? 
 

 How can young Christians move their spiritual practice/life beyond mere church attendance? 
 

 You write that you are hopeful in spite of the real challenges facing young Christians today. What 
has research revealed that inspires hope for the future of Christian faith and churches?  
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