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Given the dominant narrative, Caylin Louis Moore should be dead, in 
prison, or stalking the streets of Compton with fellow gang-members. 
Instead, at age 24, he’s a Rhodes Scholar, author, speaker, husband, 
father, and a role model for children deprived of hope in downtrodden 
communities while at the same time illuminating the seemingly static 
barriers the youth may face every day. Caylin Moore’s first book,  
A Dream Too Big: The Story of an Improbable Journey from Compton 
to Oxford (Nelson Books, June 2019) recounts his exodus from one of 
the most impoverished, gang-infested communities in the United States to 
the elite spires of Oxford, England. 

Shortly after Caylin began first grade, his mother gathered her three young children and fled an abusive 
husband of nine years. They left behind a comfortable middle-class life and moved in with relatives on the 
border of Compton and Carson, California. Caylin found himself in a bewildering, dangerous environment. 
Their neighborhood was ruled by the Bloods, and Caylin often lay awake at night, terrified by both the 
sounds of gunfire outside and the scratching of rats and roaches moving in the walls.  

The one bright spot during Caylin’s first year in Compton was his mother’s graduation from law school. 
Caylin considered his mom a super hero, an example of what power, focus and drive looked like in action. 
“We may live in the hood,” his mom would remind her children. “But that does not mean the hood lives in 
us.”  

Caylin skirted the gangs and endemic violence by embracing his mother’s steely faith in God and the hope 
offered by education. Football also became a saving grace, since idle time, especially in the inner-city, 
becomes the Devil’s playground. His first introduction to organized tackle football was through the Snoop 

Youth Football League, which was invested in and cultivated by the rapper 
Snoop Dogg. In spite of all the challenges, including constant hunger, 
deprivation and the struggle to keep hope alive, Caylin excelled in the 
classroom and on the field. Verbum Dei High School in Watts, California was 
one of the experiences that most shaped him into being a man who feels 
responsible for the betterment of his community. High school graduation 
arrived alongside college scholarships – Caylin’s ticket to something much 
greater than what his environment could offer. 

Upon arrival at Marist College in New York, Caylin had access to luxuries he’d 
not experienced in more than a decade, including hot running water and his 
own real bed. There were no gunshots at night, no hunger pains, and no gang 
members to dodge. Thanks to a student meal plan, the food insecurity he 
experienced was no more. And best of all, he had all the comfort he could ask 
for to do his school work, including a beautiful library open 24 hours a day. 

 
After his sophomore year, he earned a fellowship to study at the University of Bristol in England, through 
the Fulbright Summer Institute. During the subsequent football season his faith was challenged and 
strengthened after sustaining a back injury that changed the trajectory of his life. He eventually decided  
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to transfer to another university for a fresh start, working as a janitor at Marist College to save up enough 
money for expenses like a plane ticket. He studied in another summer fellowship program at Princeton 
University, focused on public policy and international affairs, then underwent back surgery. As he left the 
hospital, Caylin received a call from a coach at Texas Christian University. TCU had a spot for him on their 
NCAA Division 1 football team, but no scholarship. Caylin said yes; God would provide what he needed. 
 
Caylin immediately connected with several of his teammates at TCU, and knew right away that he was 
going to create a “power circle” of brothers to lean on. They were young black men trying to set themselves 
up to become lights for their communities. Before long, Moore founded a student organization, SPARK, to 
bring college athletes into under-served classrooms as inspirational speakers, role models, and mentors. 
Even as he dedicated time for SPARK and football and church, Caylin maintained a high GPA.  
 
Then one summer day, Caylin met Paola Miranda, who was on TCU’s track and field team and wanted to 
be an Olympian to represent her native country of Paraguay. They discovered their shared faith, discipline 
and devotion to education and improving their communities. Although Caylin still entertained some hope of 
being a one-year wonder and making the NFL, he was starting to see the outlines of bigger dreams.  
 
Caylin ended his football career at TCU knowing that both his parents had watched him play Division 1 
football – his dad watched from a penitentiary and his mom cheered in the stadium. Yet Caylin was 
increasingly aware that football was just a tool; God had a greater plan for him. Caylin graduated TCU with 
a B.S. in Economics and a minor in Sociology. A week after graduation, Caylin flew to Paraguay to meet 
Paola’s family and propose to her during a family backyard barbecue. They married two months later. 
 
In all of America, only 32 students become Rhodes Scholars each year. Caylin Moore was named a 2017 
Rhodes Scholar, receiving an all-expenses-paid graduate-degree education from the University of Oxford. 
He is currently an M.Sc. Latin American Studies 2019 Candidate at the University of Oxford, Jesus College. 
 
Caylin’s next big dream is to become a university professor, to continue the work of catalyzing the changes 
that he hopes to see in the world through academia. He will be applying to doctoral programs in 2019 with 
the hopes of beginning in fall 2020. Caylin’s scholarly interests derive from his lived experiences in urban 
environments. His varied research interests range from urban sociology, African diasporic studies, poverty, 
gang violence, black masculinity, sports and education. 
  
Caylin and Paola Moore have been married almost two years and currently live in Austin, Texas, with their 
baby daughter Mia.  
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