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Blackaby Ministries International (BMI) was founded in 2004 to encourage Christians worldwide to know 
and experience God through spiritual leadership, coaching, renewal and revitalization of churches, online 
classes, church-wide weekend retreats, and cultural engagement.  
 
Born in British Columbia, Henry Blackaby studied English and History at the University of British Columbia 
and earned his Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.) and Th.M from Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (now 
called Gateway Seminary) in Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Henry and Marilynn Blackaby served in several churches in California before relocating to Saskatchewan, 
Canada, to lead a struggling congregation that had dwindled to only 10 members in 1970. During their 18 
years in Canada, the they saw God work in miraculous ways, helped plant numerous churches, and 
reared their five children. Through those experiences, God taught the Blackabys truths about Himself that 
became the basis for the best-selling book, Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, 
publishing in 1990 and selling more than seven million copies. Over the last 30+ years, more than eight 
million people participated in the Experiencing God Study. Both the book and workbook have been 
publishing in over 75 languages and used by almost every denomination. Blackaby also won the Gold 
Medallion Award for the devotionals, Experiencing God Together and Experiencing God Day by Day.   
 
Blackaby went on to serve in a variety of leadership positions at ministries such as the North American 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, the International Mission Board and LifeWay Christian 
Resources. He also served as President of Canadian Baptist Theological College for seven years. 
 
After growing up in a spiritually rich environment, all five of Henry and Marilynn’s children sensed God 
calling them into full-time ministry. Their oldest son, Dr. Richard Blackaby, is the president of the Atlanta-
based Blackaby Ministries International and is the General Editor of the CSB Experiencing God Bible. Dr. 
Thomas Blackaby is the lead pastor of Brookswood Baptist Church in Langley, BC, Canada. Dr. Melvin 
Blackaby is the senior pastor of First Baptist Church Jonesboro, GA. Dr. Norman Blackaby is a professor 
at Dallas Baptist University in Dallas, TX. Carrie Blackaby Webb served as a career missionary to 
Germany and lives in Jonesboro, GA. Now a third generation of Blackabys are called to ministry including 
grandchildren Dr. Daniel Blackaby and Carrie Blackaby Camp.  
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